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Thomas Jefferson

TOWN AND COUNTRY:

| begon my C]UGST to photograph democracy af the St.
Louis Gateway Arch overlooking the Mighty Mississippi. Here on the
oanks of the river separating America into East and West, | confem-
plated my future. This is where Lewis and Clark began and ended
their journey. For them, this was a window facing west. They frav-
eled by foot, horsebback and canoe, mappiNng a roufe across @
continent.

My goal was different, as would e my route. | fook old Route 66
past the urban high-rises and | kept driving until | ran out of city.
Then | bumped info the suburos, passing shopping centfers that in
my youth had been farmland. Only miles later, a barn popped up,
then a fractor, and pretty soon a corn silo appeared on the western
norizon behind the setfing sun. As | drove by my past and into my
future, with farms to the north, south and west of me, | reflected on
how it was out of farmland that all America had come. It is in this soil
that we find the roofs of our democracy, roofs that spread and fed
our cifies and small towns.

Thomas Jefferson, America’s first secretary of State
and Alexander Hamilton, America’s first Secretary of the Treasury,
disagreed about almost everything. Most significant in their oppos-
INg beliefs were their thoughts on where the citizenry should live.
Jefferson believed America should continue to e a nation of farm-
ers living in the countryside, just as he did. Homilfon envisioned
Americans living in metfropolitan cifies like New York, just as he did.
President Washingfton became the reluctant referee between these
competing American visions.

In 1776 the numbers were on Jefferson’s side; 98% of our inhalbit-
ants were farmers and only 2% of Americans were urban dwellers.

Alexander Hamilton

(Hamilton’s) imagination was conjuring up a futuristic industrial city, a microcosm of the
manufacturing society that he envisioned to counter Jefferson’s nation of citizen-farmers. At a
fime when nineteen of twenty Americans filled the soil, Hamilton feared that if America remained
purely agrarian, it would be relegated to eternally subordinate status vis-a-vis European societies.

The big cifies, with the manufacturing and financial
jobbs Hamilton foresaw, did not yet exist. But over fime
it was Hamilton's vision of America that became our
reality. Jefferson’s dream of an agrarian Eden was
eventually swallowed up by Hamilton's image of big
business and big banks. Hamilfon is actually the un-
celebrated captain of capitalism, and even Adam
smith might crown him the architect of modemn
America.

The legendary dispute vetween Jeffer-
son and Hamilton was a perpetual competition of
ideas. The disdain these men had for each other
was as large as the stafues that commemorate

— Ron Chernow, Alexander Hamilton

them. If their conflict were cast as a Vegas boxing
match, it would be announced something like this:
‘In this corner we have the author of the Declaro-
fion of Independence and the last man of the Ag-
ricultural Age, and in the other corner, we have the
inventor of American capitalism and the first man
of the Industrial Age. May the best man win!” Now
that's a match I'd pay big money 1o see.
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In the conflicting visions of these two
men, we can find the same voices behind many
of foday’s political and cultural debates: Demo-
crat versus Republican, federal government ver-
sus stafes’ rights and farmer versus businessman.
Though many consider Jefferson to e our first fu-
furist, more appropriately the title belongs fo Hom-
Ifon, as his ideas became the seed corn for the
20th and 21st centuries.

Hamilton’s vision may have been victorious, and
farm life forever changed, but our farms have not
disappeared. In a reversal of stafistics, today if
fakes less than 2% of our citizens 1o feed the other
8%, more than 300 million of us! Both Jefferson
and Hamiltfon would be staggered by that news.
Although we may live in the world that Hamilfon
envisioned, we remain Jefferson’s people; farmers
at heart, if not by frade.
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"So I’'m going fo have a copy of this play put in that cornerstone
so that a thousand years from now people will know a few simple facts about us.
This is the way we were — in our growing up, in our marrying, in our living and in our dying.”

Qur Town, Thornton Wilder






