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I think our governments will remain  
virtuous for many centuries, as long  
as they remain chiefly agricultural. 
This will be as long as there shall be  
vacant lands in any part of America. 

- Thomas Jefferson
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In the conflicting visions of these two 
men, we can find the same voices behind many 
of today’s political and cultural debates: Demo-
crat versus Republican, federal government ver-
sus states’ rights and farmer versus businessman. 
Though many consider Jefferson to be our first fu-
turist, more appropriately the title belongs to Ham-
ilton, as his ideas became the seed corn for the 
20th and 21st centuries. 

Hamilton’s vision may have been victorious, and 
farm life forever changed, but our farms have not 
disappeared. In a reversal of statistics, today it 
takes less than 2% of our citizens to feed the other 
98%, more than 300 million of us! Both Jefferson 
and Hamilton would be staggered by that news. 
Although we may live in the world that Hamilton 
envisioned, we remain Jefferson’s people; farmers 
at heart, if not by trade.
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